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Sean’s photo was selected
among 200 that were shown at
Times Square last year as part of
the National Down Syndrome
Society Buddy Walk.

The Sean King Fund

e Educates and raises awareness about

inclusion

e Provides opportunities for ALL kids

e Honors and remembers Sean

Sean’s Buddies Walk with the Best Buddies

On a bright sunny morning
on April 25, 2013, a group of
25 of Sean’s friends and
family gathered at Archbish-
op Carroll High School in
Radnor to participate in the
Best Buddies Walk with oth-
er teams from local high
schools. Many additional
individuals made generous
donations as team sponsors.
The Sean King Fund team
raised over $2800 for Best
Buddies, and came in 4th
place in fundraising.

Best Buddies International
envisions a world where
people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities
(IDD) are so successfully
integrated into our schools,
our workplaces, and our
general communities that
our current efforts and ser-

vices will be unnecessary.
Best Buddies fosters one-to-
one friendships between
students with and without
IDD. There is a Best Buddies
Chapter at Lower Merion
High School. The Sean King
Fund plans to help start a
Best Buddies chapter at
Harriton High School in the

The Sean King Fund for Inclusive Practices

near future.

Welsh Valley Middle School Raises Funds and Awareness

Each year, Welsh Valley
Middle School hosts a Com-
munity Day celebration to
raise funds and awareness
for an important cause. This
year’s Community Day activ-
ities raised more than
$1,000 for the Sean King
Fund for Inclusive Practices.
Friends of Sean, students,
staff and community volun-
teers helped increase

awareness about disability
and inclusion through an
array of fun, interactive ac-
tivities including an assistive
technology guessing game,
goal ball (which uses a noise
making ball for individuals
with visual impairments), a
communication station
(providing examples of
strategies to enhance com-
munication for individuals

with verbal communication
challenges), and glasses that
simulate visual impair-
ments. Students also
watched a short video on
inclusion followed by a
classroom discussion. T-shirt
and wristband sales as well
as sand art activities helped
raise funds during the
event.
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The King-Mikus
Family is very ap-
preciative of the
generosity of our
friends and family
to carry forward
the mission of
inclusion in
Sean’s memory.

Find us on Facebook

uring our Community Day at Welsh Valley, he students rais

Y-

ed over $1000.00 for

The Sean King Fund for Inclusive Practices.
Pictured are friends of Sean King along with his mother and Mr. Hall.

Upcoming Events—Join Us!

Help us Celebrate Sean’s
Birthday—9/26, 8 am

Join us at Our Mother of Good
Counsel Church (31 Penns-
wood Rd., Bryn Mawr)for
Mass at 8 am followed by
coffee, donuts and remem-
brances.

Art Show - 10/13, 1 to 4 PM
Join us at Narberth Chiro-
practic (137 N. Narberth
Ave., Narberth) Artists will be
donating a portion of pro-
ceeds to the Sean King Fund.
All are welcome to browse
among paintings, photo-
graphs and jewelry, mingle

with friends and munch on
tasty snacks donated by local
eateries. Sean was a beloved
patient of Dr. Arnold Wein-
berg and his wife Su-

san. Artist Richard McKnight
is donating a beautiful por-
trait of Sean to his family.

About The Sean King Fund for Inclusive Practices

The Sean King Fund for Inclu-
sive Practices was established
to honor Sean through cre-
ating opportunities for inclu-
sion. Sean’s life was a reflec-
tion of an inclusive communi-
ty. He was an integral and
valued part of his school,
church and neighbor-

hood. From an early age,
Sean was given the same op-
portunities as his older broth-
er and sister. He went to a
typical neighborhood child-
care and preschool. He was
educated in a regular class-
room. He participated in reli-
gious education, local sports,
community theater and
dance. In these environments,
he received the support and
services geared to his

strengths and unique to his
learning needs to achieve
academic progress, pursue
interests and develop friend-
ships. It is hard to say who
benefitted more from Sean’s
inclusion— Sean or the adults,
other children and young
teens around him. His life
touched many and opened
the eyes of both young and
old to the value a person of
different ability can bring. He
heightened awareness of the
possibilities and potential
inherent in all of us. This Fund
will honor Sean’s memory by
educating our schools and
community about inclusion
and creating programs that
promote friendships and
learning opportunities be-

tween children, teens and
young adults with and with-
out disabilities. The Fund may
specifically support such ideas
as creating a Best Buddies
Chapter, developing peer
tutoring programs, assisting
faith communities in including
all children in religious educa-
tion and social programs,
partnering with schools to
provide professional develop-
ment on strategies that pro-
mote social relationships and
peer supports, creating fo-
rums for community educa-
tion on inclusion, and hosting
talent shows that encourage
the participation of
‘experienced’ performers of
varying abilities.
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Dance Scholarship  Our Mother of Good Counsel Presents First Sean King Award
Awarded

The Sean King Fund
presented a year’s tui-
tion to the Allen’s Lane
Art Center in Philadel-
phia, to support a stu-
dent with differing abil-
ities to enroll in dance
class. Sean participated
in tap, musical theater
and teen theater at this

Eli Leahy, a Religious Educa-
tion student at Our Mother of
Good Counsel Church in Bryn
Mawr, received the Sean King
Award for Excellence by carry-
ing forward Sean’s exemplary
traits of kindness and service
toward his fellow students
and teachers.

Pictured here are Father John

Center. Denny, OSA, pastor, Karen
Carey, director of Religious
Education, Eli Leahy , Mary
Mikus, and Deeanna King.
{
“King of the Road” Film Nears Completion Running for Sean

Stacy Antoniadis,
Mary’s friend and co-
worker, raised over
S500 for the Sean King

Lower Merion film maker Joel  Anyone who is interested in
Levin is nearly finished editing helping with the promotion or

“King of the Road”, a docu- production of this film, please

mentary film based on Sean contact Joel at Fund from generous
and his lasting presence with tomar.levin@gmail.com or friends and colleagues
his family and friends. Joel is Mary at in the disability field.
submitting a grant to com- marymikus309@gmail.com. She completed this
plete the film but is also seek-  View Joel’s work at Year’s Broac! St‘reet run
ing support for completion of ~ remoteantiquities.com . in 1hr, 37 min, in honor

of Sean. Stacy displays
her “Remember Sean”
bracelet at the finish
line!

the edits, addition of music,
creation of DVD copies, a
screening at a theater and
entry fees for film festivals.

Mary Mikus Honored

Mary Mikus was honored by
the Institute on Disabilities at
Temple University. The Insti-
tute is Pennsylania’s Universi-
ty Center for Excellence in
Developmental Disabilities
Education, Research and Ser-
vice. Mary was presented

Contributions are
greatly appreciated
and can be made to
the Sean King Fund
for Inclusive Practices,
Attn: F4-FU45-01-1,

) . . PNC Bank, PO Box
with an award for “Promoting . q
Best Practices in Inclusive Ed- 7648, Philadelphia PA
ucation” as part of the Insti- 19101-9934

tute’s 40™ Anniversary cele-
bration.
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